
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, Oct, 12, 2024  from 5 to 9 p.m.  
DoubleTree by Hilton, 700 Elm St. Manchester, N.H. 

 

PROGRAM  

AND USER’S GUIDE 
 

Thanks to ourCorporate Sponsors 

 



 
A message from the  

President of the Board of Directors 

Oct. 12, 2024 
 

Dear friends and supporters, 
 
On behalf of my colleagues on the board of directors, and all the many stakeholders of the Aviation Museum 

of N.H. and its parent organization, the N.H. Aviation Historical Society, I welcome all to our annual Gala 

celebration this evening at the DoubleTree by Hilton.  

This year, the Gala’s theme is ‘For The Kids.’ We’ll focus on the impact that our museum’s educational 

outreach programs have on the lives of young people throughout the region. This impact is real, as you will 

hear from the speakers we have on tonight’s program.  

First, there’s our student plane-build program, which is now active in three districts: Manchester, Lebanon, 

and Farmington. I’m pleased to let you know that we have members from each community here with us 

tonight. Welcome to all!  

All students new to the plane-building program will be inducted this evening into the Aviation Museum’s 

“Yellowbird Society” for young people interested in aviation. I’m pleased to report that doing the honors will 

be Ralph Dionne, 97, of Nashua, a long-time member of our organization and a veteran of the Berlin Air Lift. 

There’s also our ‘Flights of Discovery’ summer camp program, which provides young people ages 10-17 a 

chance for an in-depth two-week experience in all things aviation. The camp has been a phenomenal success 

for our museum, growing from 20 students in 2023 to 60 students this past summer.  

The camp is open to all students regardless of ability to pay. To honor that promise, we maintain a ‘Flights of 

Discovery’ scholarship fund used to provide financial aid to those who need it. All proceeds of tonight’s Gala 

will be used to support this fund, making it truly “For the Kids.”  

Finally, we’re here to celebrate a true milestone for our organization: the publication of ‘Grenier Air Base: A 

Beacon the Home Front,’ a book written by Leah Dearborn, the museum’s associate director. This book was 

published with the help of many people with us this evening, and funded in part by the proceeds from last 

year’s Gala. It shows what’s possible when we all work together.  

 
 
Bob DiMeo, President 

Board of Directors 

Aviation Museum of N.H. 
 



 
A ‘Flights of Discovery’ Summer Camp participant on Runway 35 at Manchester-Boston Regional Airport. 

 

5 p.m. Check-in and registration 
 Pick up your name tag, bidding number, and program.  
 Check out our silent auction items and start placing your bids. Bargains to be had… 
 Get your raffle tickets to win our fabulous prize packages! 
 Cash bar open. (Alcoholic drinks served only to those of age.) 
 

5:45 p.m. Dinner is served 
Our in-flight service features a gourmet dinner buffet, with soup, salad, and a choice of Grilled 
Chicken Breast, Herb-Crusted Roasted Pork Loin, and Wild Mushroom Ravioli. Plus desserts!  
 

6:15 p.m. Speeches, remarks, toasts 
We'll hear from a few special folks.  
 

7:15 to 9 p.m. Bedford Big Band! 

 Celebrate with two sets of hot swing music.  
  Dance if you like, or just tap your toes.  
  Silent auction ends at 8 p.m. If you’re the winner, congrats! Pay at check-in desk when you depart. 
  During intermission (about 8 p.m.) we'll draw raffle winners. Have your tickets ready! 
 

Please check out & pay at our registration desk; collect your winnings or arrange for pick-up. 
 
 



ABOUT TONIGHT’S PROGRAM 

Our theme is 'For the Kids,' and this evening's speakers 
include several young people involved in the Aviation 
Museum's youth education outreach programs. We'll 
also celebrate the completion of the museum's new 
book, 'Grenier Air Base: A Beacon on the Home Front,' 
by hearing from author Leah Dearborn. Here's a brief 
run-down of speakers on tonight's program. 

 

Ted Kitchens 
Manchester-Boston Regional Airport 
Aviation Museum Board Member at Large 
 

Bob DiMeo 
Elbit Systems of America, Inc. 
President, Aviation Museum Board of Directors 
 

Bob Hough 
Past President, Aviation Museum Board 
 

Leah Dearborn 
Associate Director, Aviation Museum of N.H. 
Author, Grenier Air Base: A Beacon On The Home Front 
 

Ralph Dionne 
Veteran U.S. Air Force, Berlin Air Lift 
 

Nathaniel MacDonald 
Education Director, Aviation Museum of N.H. 
 

James Strout 
Junior, Lebanon High School 
'Take Flight' plane-building participant 
 

 

 

Samantha DiMino 
Graduate, Manchester School of Technology 
U.S. Air Force Reserves 
 

Arianna Susi 
2024 'Flights of Discovery' summer camp attendee 
 

Live Auction 
Your opportunity to support our ‘Flights of 
Discovery’ summer camp Scholarship Fund, with a 
generous matching offer from the Slusser family. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

In Memorium 
 
We wish to remember Brig. 
Gen. John W. Pogorek, 
featured speaker at last year's 
Gala, whose life was tragically 
lost in a car accident in July 
2024. Brig. Gen. spoke 
eloquently about the 
importance of remembering 

military service of all those who have gone before us. In 
doing so, he underscored the importance of the 
Aviation Museum's efforts to preserve and tell the 
stories of veterans. He also helped drum up support for 
our book about Grenier Air Base, which was then a work 
in progress and which is being unveiled at this evening's 
Gala. Thank you for your service, Brig. Gen. John 
Pogorek, and for your support of the Aviation Museum. 
We extend our condolences to his family and all who 
served with him. 
 

About The Book: 
‘Grenier Air Base: A Beacon On The Home Front’ by Leah Dearborn is being published 
by the Aviation Museum of N.H. with generous support raised at our 2023 Gala. Thank 
you! Copies are on sale tonight at the check-in desk. For an in-depth talk about the 
book and conversation with the author, join us on Thursday, Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. at the 
Aviation Museum of N.H., 27 Navigator Road, Londonderry.  



HOW THE RAFFLE WORKS 

 

One card = 25 tickets 

MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN 

DRAWINGS AT INTERMISSION about 8 p.m. 

 

1 card, 25 tickets: $50 ($2 per chance) 

2 cards, 50 tickets : $80 ($1.60 per chance) 

4 cards, 100 tickets: $150 ($1.50 per chance) 

10 cards, 250 tickets: $325 ($1.30 per chance) 

20 cards, 500 tickets: $600 ($1.20 per chance) 

40 cards, 1,000 tickets: $1,000 ($1 per chance) 

 

- Buy raffle cards at check-in desk with cash, credit card, or check. 
- Separate all tickets, then distribute among raffle prizes. 

- Use more tickets for prizes you want most. It's up to you! 
- Keep stub with key number for each card. 

- Claim raffle prize at check-out desk. Must be present to win. 
- Door prize ticket for Door Prize Only, not valid otherwise. 

 



2024 FUNDRAISING AUCTION CATALOG 

ONLINE BIDDING: Tues., Oct. 1 to Thursday, Oct. 10 
Bid online: www.32auctions.com/AviationMuseum2024 

SILENT/LIVE AUCTION: Saturday, Oct. 12 from 5 to 9 p.m. 

…at the Aviation Museum’s FOR THE KIDS annual Gala at 
                                                                  the DoubleTree by Hilton, 700 Elm St., Manchester, N.H. 

 

 

Signature of Paul Tibbets, pilot of Enola Gay during first atom bomb drop. Value: $3,000. 

GALA AUCTION ITEMS …bid online or in-person at Gala. 

Auction items subject to change. Online bidding was from Tuesday, Oct. 1 to Thursday, Oct. 10. Bidding 

reopens on Saturday, Oct. 12 for Gala attendees only. Some items may also be offered in live auction at event.   

1. ‘Gathering of Eagles’ framed print with 16 signatures. Estimated value $600; minimum bid $250. 

2. Igor Sikorsky’s voice: Rare pair of recorded lectures by aviation pioneer. Est. value: $40; minimum bid $20. 

3. A pair of dance lessons from Arthur Murray Dance Studios of Manchester. Est. value $280; min. bid $120. 

4. Trio of Northeast Yellowbird scale models in original boxes. Estimated value $150; minimum bid $60. 

5. Custom aircraft model built to your specifications. Bidding starts at $125; estimated value: Priceless! 

6. Chuck Yeager’s signature on framed image of Bell X-1; Estimated value $550; minimum bid $250. 

7. Vintage Tuco Puzzle of aviation scene in original box. Estimated value $60; minimum bid $20. 

8. Signature of Paul Tibbets, Enola Gay pilot, on B-29 model. Estimated value $3,000; minimum bid $500. 

9. Bell X-1 model signed by Chuck Yeager. Estimated value $500; minimum bid $250. 

10. Limited edition Bradley Parrish “Phantom” print. Estimated value $400; minimum bid $150. 

11. Capitol Center for the Arts patron-level one-year membership. Estimated value $120; minimum bid $50. 

12. Corgi Diecast B-17E presentation model in original box. Estimated value $350; minimum bid $140.   

13. DC-3 appreciation lot: Four scale models, plus ephemera. Estimated value $80; minimum bid $35. 

14. Diecast B-26 presentation model from Franklin Mint. Estimated value $300; minimum bid $120. 

15. FAA annual inspection by N.H. based inspector. Estimated value; priceless!; minimum bid $150. 

16. Family Fun in N.H. bundle of attraction passes. Estimated value $470; minimum bid $200. 

17. American Air Museum of Britain framed print. Estimated value $180; minimum bid $80. 



18. Photo of Lockheed F-22 Raptor in handsome frame. Estimated value $75; minimum bid $40. 

19. Iconic NASA photo of first untethered space walk. Estimated value $180; minimum bid $60. 

20. French Caravelle airliner vintage 1:96 scale model kit. Estimated value $50; minimum bid $25. 

21. Mountain View Grand Resort & Spa gift card. Estimated value: $200; minimum bid: $120. 

22. Northeast Airlines vintage timetables and wristwatch. Estimated value: $100; minimum bid $40.  

23. Limited edition print of Grumman F8F-1 Bearcat. Estimated value $125; minimum bid $50. 

24. Lot of 10 vintage scale model kits in original boxes. Estimated value $150; minimum bid $60. 

25. Surprise-filled wicker basket filled with aviation-related goodies. Est. value: Priceless! Minimum bid $40. 

26. Original artwork ‘The Devouring’ handsomely framed. Estimated value $250; minimum bid $125 

27. P-51 Mustang Coin Bank celebrating Tuskegee airmen. Estimated value: $75. Minimum bid: $40. 

28. Chuck Yeager signature on model of P-51D Mustang. Estimated value $400; minimum bid $200. 

29. Pan Am memorabilia including stock certificate, vintage luggage. Est. value $100; minimum bid $40. 

30. Framed photo of Air Force One landing at Manchester-Boston. Est. value $140; minimum bid $60. 

31. Silent film screening of ‘Wings’ (1927) (or any other film of your choice) with live music by Jeff Rapsis, 

executive director of Aviation Museum of N.H. Bidding starts at $200; estimated value: Priceless! 

32. Harwood utility chest with brass fixtures. Estimated value $150; minimum bid $60. 

33. Spectacular gift basket from ProStar Aviation. Estimated value $450; minimum bid $200. 

34. Lot of Three Tuskegee Airmen GI Joe dolls in original boxes. Estimated value $100; minimum bid $40. 

35. Trio of air show images from volunteer Rich Filteau; unframed. Estimated value $100; minimum bid $40. 

36. Space Shuttle Operator’s Manual published by NASA in early 1980s. Est, value $60; minimum bid $25. 
 

RAFFLE PRIZES …available in-person at Oct. 12 Gala only. 

Available only to in-person attendees of the Aviation Museum’s FOR THE KIDS Gala on Saturday, Oct. 12, 

2024 from 5 to 9 p.m., DoubleTree by Hilton, 700 Elm St., Manchester, N.H. Raffle tickets on sale at the Gala; 

deposit your raffle tickets in any combination to be eligible for any of four grand prizes or other additional 

raffle prizes. Raffle tickets sold in cards of 25; 25 chances for $50; 50 chances for $80; 100 chances for $150; 

250 chances for $325; 500 chances for $600; 1,000 chances for $1,000. 

RAFFLE GRAND PRIZE A:  Sightseeing flight for two from Nashua airport. 

Estimated value: Priceless! 

RAFFLE GRAND PRIZE B: The “Restaurants Special.” Gift certificates or 

gift cards to restaurants throughout southern N.H. Total value $500. 

RAFFLE GRAND PRIZE C: Round-trip tix for two passengers on Southwest 

Airlines on any itinerary out of Manchester-Boston Regional Airport; must 

book at least 30 days in advance. Value: $500. 

RAFFLE GRAND PRIZE D: Exam needed to obtain FAA certificate from Patriot Aerospace Medicine.  Value 

$175.  

Other raffle prizes include: Aviation Lover’s gift basket; rental of Aviation Museum; Heritage Trail museum passes; 

valuable framed prints of significant aircraft; table of eight people at next year’s Aviation Museum Gala; and more! All 

prizes available only to attendees of the ‘For The Kids’ Gala on Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024 from 5 to 9 p.m. at the 

DoubleTree by Hilton, 700 Elm St., downtown Manchester.  

 



 
All about the 

 

THE AVIATION MUSEUM 

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 

 
MISSION: To preserve the region’s rich aviation heritage,  

and inspire today’s youth to become tomorrow’s aerospace pioneers. 
 

VISION: To be the region’s leading resource and advocate  
for local aviation history, preservation, exhibits, and education. 

 

 

THE AVIATION MUSEUM OF N.H. is located at 27 
Navigator Road, Londonderry, N.H. in the original 
1937 passenger terminal at Manchester-Boston 
Regional Airport and the Slusser Aviation Learning 
Center. We are operated by the N.H. Aviation 
Historical Society, which was established in 1995 as 
a 501(c)(3) tax exempt non-profit organization.  
 
Hours and admission: We are open to the public 
Fridays and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: Sundays 
from 1 to 4 p.m.; other days by appointment. We 
welcome group tours and school visits throughout 
the year. Admission is $10 for adults; $5 for seniors 
(65+), veterans, active military, and children age 6-
12; kids 5 and under free!  
 
Board of directors: Bob DiMeo, president; Greg 
Michael, vice president; Jay Carter, interim 
treasurer; Knans Hayes, secretary; Bob Hough, 
past president; Ted Kitchens, member at large; Ray 
Chadwick, member at large; Fred Kocher, member 
at large. 

Staff: Jeff Rapsis, executive director; Leah 
Dearborn, associate director; Nathaniel 
MacDonald, education director; Christine Bates, 
visitor services specialist; plus about 100 
volunteers whose tireless efforts form the heart of 
our ability to carry out our mission and vision.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

- Saturday, Oct. 19: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Halloween 
Haunted Hangar. Once a year, your friendly Aviation 
Museum turns into a frighteningly fun haunted 
hangar. Plus kids in costume get an official license to 
legally fly a broomstick!  

- Saturday, Dec. 14: 11 a.m. Santa Arrives by 
Helicopter + Holiday Toy Plane Exhibit. Direct from 
the North Pole, the Big Guy arrives by chopper to 
meet kids and kick off our annual Holiday Exhibit. This 
year’s theme: “Aviation-Themed Board Games: High-
Flying Fun for the Whole Family.” 

 

 
The Aviation Museum of N.H., located at 27 Navigator Road, Londonderry, 
N.H., is a non-profit 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization dedicated to celebrating 
New Hampshire's role in aviation history and inspiring tomorrow's pioneers, 
innovators and aerospace professionals. 
 
Named "Best Place to Take Kids" in southern New Hampshire in the 2024 
HippoPress Readers Poll, the Aviation Museum of N.H. was recently awarded 
the prestigious 'Non-Profit Impact Award' by the Center for N.H. Non-Profits. 


